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Primary and SEN School 

Primary and SEN School 

The Concept Study for a new primary 
school for 350 pupils in London 
considers rebuilding the entire school 
with new requirements on the reduced 
site (following disposal of land). The 
school will include an integrated but 
seperately run Special Educational 
Needs school.  

The design places the communal 
facilities such as dining, doublé height 
Sports hall, library and reception at the 
heart of the building with teaching 
classrooms wrapping around on 3 
sides.  

At 1st floor two open air terraces are 
provided, one for each of the schools, 
acting as external learning 
classrooms.  

  

Client:   Confidential 

Date:   2013 

Location:  London · UK 



Visitors centre 

New Visitor Centre 

Our competition entry for a new Visitor 
Centre in Cambridgeshire gives a 
unique opportunity to create a world 
class visitor centre providing an 
inspiring and educational facility. 
Materials and construction comprise 
traditional methods and craftsmanship 
and the opportunity of involving the 
local community.  

 

The landscape creates a memorable 
journey allowing the visitor 
unobstructed views across the Fens 
and different zones for showcasing 
specific aspects.  

 

Energy 
and 

Client:   Competition 

Date:   2013 

Location:  Cambridgeshire · UK 



W4 Youth and Community Centre  

W4 Youth and Chiswick Youth 
Football Club 

Introduction 

AIR were invited by W4 Youth to 
present a design for a new 
community building for 11-19 years 
olds in Chiswick, West London.  

Design 

Designed to take advantage of the 
corner site in a park as a pavilion, 
the building responds to surrounding 
features. The concept comprises 
timber clad accommodation with a 
large entrance and social space in 
between, under a ‘floating’ curved 
roof. The larger area contains the 
main hall for games and activities, 
the lower area contains changing 
rooms, toilets, multi functional 
rooms for drama, dance and boxing 
training, along with a kitchenette 
and café serving into the central 
glazed reception space.  

Our aspiration is for an inspiring and 
educational building for its 
occupants and visitors. It will 
provide a fun and safe environment 
for the children. The floating roof is 
inviting and welcoming, encouraging 
participation. A recognizable and 
distinctive form is proposed, giving 
an identity to the club, while being 
adaptable for different sites and 
locations. Sustainable principles 
incorporated include rainwater 
harvesting from the curved roof to 
the new eco-pond with associated 
planting. The roof contributes to the 
natural and artificial lighting of the 
building and the internal acoustic 
environment.  

Client:  W4 Youth / Chiswick Youth Football Club 

Date:  2011  

Location: Chiswick, London · UK 



Richmond Adult Community College 

Richmond Adult Community 
College - Site Masterplan 

Introduction 

AIR were invited by London Borough 
of Richmond upon Thames to conduct 
a high level concept study and 
masterplan for this existing adult 
college site in Twickenham.   
Design 

An appraisal of the existing school 
was carried out and meeting held to 
review accommodation requirements. 
The project looks at the implications of 
providing a primary and secondary 
school within the existing school 
buildings, masterplanning the phasing 
of the site demolition and extension, 
and implications on external learning 
and playing fields. 
AIR presented a number of design 
options to the Council. These options 
were appraised jointly and working 
closely with the cost consultant the 
options were developed into one final 
masterplan for future development.  
 

Client:  London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

Date:  2011  

Location: Richmond, London · UK 



Heathfield Primary School  

Heathfield School Expansion  

Introduction 

AIR were invited by London Borough 
of Richmond upon Thames to conduct 
a high level concept study and 
masterplan for this existing primary 
school.   
Design 

An appraisal of the existing school 
was carried out and meeting held to 
review accommodation requirements. 
New classrooms are required for an 
extra form of entry, along with new 
kitchen and dining facilities, and 
ancillary accommodation such as 
storage, toilets etc. 
AIR presented a number of design 
options to the Council, school and 
governors. These options were 
appraised jointly and working closely 
with the cost consultant the options 
have been narrowed down to 2 
preferred for future study. 
 

Client:  London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

Date:  2011  

Location: Richmond, London · UK 



Primary School Extension 

This study has been commissioned by 
London Borough of Richmond upon 
Thames to look at the feasibility of 
adding one extra classroom to the 
school along with ancillary functions 
such as offices, cloakroom space, 
storage and toilets. 
The school is a semi open plan 
building consisting of strong 
hexagonal shaped classrooms with 
pitched roofs, and more communal 
type facilities in between such as 
practical areas, break out spaces, etc. 
The main entrance space is currently 
the main hall used for dining,  
performances and assembly. 
We presented the school and the 
council a number of options for 
consideration. Taking on board the 
comments we then revised the design 
to the best solution.  
The intention is to keep the existing 
mulberry tree if possible and use it as 
a feature for external learning. 
The new classroom is positioned in 
the same line as the existing row of 3 
hexagonal classrooms with a breakout 
space linking to the main building.  
This breakout space could be used for 
small groups and weather permitting it 
could open up fully towards the tree so 
that it feels part of the learning 
environment.  
A reorganisation of the staff, reception 
and admin facilities was also 
considered as part of the design which 
gives the school a new front door and 
facade towards the main street.  

Primary School Extension 

Client:  London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

Date:  2011  

Location: Richmond, London · UK 



AIR 

6th Form College 

Teddington School 

6th Form Development Studies 

Introduction 

The scope of this study is to consider 
the building requirements for five 
secondary schools in the borough, to 
deliver the spaces required to create a 
viable sixth form at each site. AIR 
were invited by London Borough of 
Richmond upon Thames to conduct a 
high level concept study on building 
requirements for each of 5 secondary 
school sites.  
Design 

The adjacent rings represent the 
different approaches that we 
considered for providing the new 6th 
Form accommodation to each site 
namely: Integrated within the existing 
accommodation, Integral with some 
new build and some re-allocation of 
existing space, and finally the option 
for a Separate  new building 
containing all 6th Form.  A generic 
accommodation schedule was 
produced to cater for 250 extra 
students on each site, and this was 
then developed depending on specific 
requirements at each school.  
A number of options for expansion 
were presented for each school, 
taking on board the principles of the 
design methodology. Working closely 
with the Council, project managers 
and cost consultants, all options were 
appraised and presented to the 
schools.  
 

Client:  London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

Date:  2011  

Location: Richmond, London · UK 



AIR 

6th Form Development Studies 

Orleans Park School 

A full review of the existing school was 
carried out including analysis of 
Building Bulletin guidelines for areas. 
Options for the extension of the school 
to provide new 6th Form facilities were 
presented and costed.  

Client:  London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

Date:  2011  

Location: Richmond, London · UK 

6th Form College 

Orleans Park School 



AIR 

6th Form Development Studies 

Christs School 

A full review of the existing school was 
carried out including analysis of 
Building Bulletin guidelines for areas. 
Options for the extension of the school 
to provide new 6th Form facilities were 
presented and costed.  
The preferred option is a new 2 storey 
building at the rear of the existing 
school wrapping around a courtyard.  

Client:  London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

Date:  2011  

Location: Richmond, London · UK 

6th Form College 

Christ’s School 



AIR 

6th Form Development Studies 

Waldegrave School 

A full review of the existing school was 
carried out including analysis of 
Building Bulletin guidelines for areas. 
Options for the extension of the school 
to provide new 6th Form facilities were 
presented and costed.  
The preferred option included 
redevelopment of the existing sports 
hall block, a new kitchen and dining 
hall, a new 6 court sports block, along 
with new teaching classrooms.  

Client:  London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

Date:  2011  

Location: Richmond, London · UK 

6th Form College 

Waldegrave  School 



AIR 

6th Form Development Studies 

Grey Court School 

A full review of the existing school was 
carried out including analysis of 
Building Bulletin guidelines for areas. 
Options for the extension of the school 
to provide new 6th Form facilities were 
presented and costed.  
The preferred option is to build a new 
6th Form block beside the existing 
building. A new SEN department is 
also proposed in the masterplan.  

Client:  London Borough of Richmond upon Thames 

Date:  2011  

Location: Richmond, London · UK 

6th Form College 

Grey Court School 



Primary School Extension 

This study was commissioned to 
look at the feasibility of adding two 
bulge classrooms and associated 
spaces, to review expansion of the 
school by one form of entry plus 
associated SEN provision and to 
consider the relocation of the infant 
department closer to the junior 
department. 
 
This design proposal looks at 
consolidating the school into one 
main building, still as one form of 
entry. 
The existing KS1 building and 
nursery are not considered as part 
of the school accommodation. Two 
new classrooms and a resource 
space are proposed on the front of 
the existing Wing. 
A new block sits adjacent to the 
proposed main entrance forming an 
entrance courtyard. A dining space 
is provided adjacent to the existing 
main hall which allows a connection 
between the spaces for larger 
functions or assembly.  
A new library space is included 
instead of the seperate libraries 
currently existing and this forms the 
corner facing the main entrance 
gate. A new reception and staff 
area also fronts onto the entrance 
courtyard. 
The nursery and reception 
classrooms are seperated by a wide 
corridor from the main building with 
associated toilets and storage, and 
having direct access to a new 
external learning zone. An open 
plan resource area is provided 
between the KS1 classrooms and 
the 3 new classrooms in the block. 
The corner building is extended to 
provide a standalone SEN facility. 

Primary School Extension 

Client:  Confidential 

Date:  2011  

Location: London · UK 



Previous Education Experience  

1.2.3.4. Thomas Deacon Academy, Peterborough · UK (RIBA Award) 

 A new £40m Academy in Peterborough for 2,200 students and 300 staff. 

  Colm Tamney, Associate Partner at Foster + Partners 

 

5.6. Lezana Pincheira School, Viña del Mar · Chile 

 Jorge Hernández Ahuntchain 

 

7.8. Visual Arts School, Montevideo · Uruguay 

 Jorge Hernández Ahuntchain 
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Colm Tamney  

Prior to AIR, Colm was at the internationally respected Foster + Partners office 
in London for 10 years, where he was Associate Partner responsible for 
several major UK and international building projects and competitions. Colm 
worked on the RIBA Award winning Thomas Deacon Academy for 2,200 
students in Peterborough, One London Wall multi-story office building near St. 
Pauls Cathedral, the zero-carbon Masdar Development near Abu Dhabi, and a 
mixed use retail, office and hotel building in the centre of Budapest. His 
experience also includes contemporary residential projects in the UK and 
Ireland.  

Jorge Hernandez Ahuntchain  

For the last 15 year Jorge has gained international experience working in 
Uruguay, Chile, Spain, Italy and the UK, working on a wide variety of projects 
of diverse scale and complexity. Among these are urban design proposals 
such as the award winning Casal Velino’s Waterfront competition in southern 
Italy, sustainable coastal structures like Lido Baia dei Delfini near Naples, 
several commercial centres, mixed use buildings and residential developments 
in Europe and South America. 
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